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None of us wanted to wake up on January 18th to the news that 
a forest defender in Atlanta’s Weelaunee Forest named Tortuguita, 
known to the Law and its death system as Manuel Teran, had been 
murdered by police during a morning raid. It was the last thing that 
we wanted to hear. Tears came to my eyes while reading the news of 
their killing before their name and picture had been released, and 
later after seeing an image of them glowing, smiling, luminously full 
of life I thought of how much more devastated I would feel if I had 
known Tortuguita, if I had heard their voice, felt the warmth of their 
presence, knew them as a friend, as a fellow anarchist and a comrade, 
how utterly broken my heart would be if they were my child, if I had 
raised them lovingly and spoke to them almost every day on the phone, 
as their mother Belkis had.

7KH�GHHSO\�V\PEROLF�QDWXUH�RI�7RUW¶V�PXUGHU�E\�VRPH�WULJJHUĥKDSS\�
cops also immediately struck me, containing a cosmological metaphor 
LOOXVWUDWLQJ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�RXU�WLPHV�Ħ�D�\RXQJ�IRUHVW�GHIHQGHU�QDPHG�
/LWWOH�7XUWOH��E\�DOO�DFFRXQWV�D�JHQWOH�DQG�GLJQL¿HG�VRXO�ZKR�WRRN�WKHLU�
name to honor the celebrated indigenous Miami warrior who lead 
D� FRQIHGHUDF\� RI�1DWLYH� ¿JKWHUV� WR� YLFWRU\� DJDLQVW� WKH�86�$UP\� LQ�
1791, born while the Sun passed through the astrological sign Taurus, 
which is believed by some to be the sign most deeply associated with 
our home planet, Earth, is shot down in cold blood for blocking the 
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This text was received via email submission, February 2023. The text 
ZDV�ODLG�RXW�LQWR�D�]LQH�E\�&RXQWHUÁRZ�XSRQ�UHTXHVW�RI�WKH�DXWKRUīVĬ��
:H� KDYH� QR� RWKHU� UHODWLRQ� WR� WKH� DXWKRUīVĬ��7KH\� FDQ� EH� FRQWDFWHG�
directly at: kodama_cell@riseup.net

:H� DUH� SURXG� WR� H[SUHVV� RXU� VROLGDULW\� ZLWK� WKH� DXWKRUīVĬ� RI� WKLV�
piece, as well as each and every one of the brave, indomitable hearts 
currently defending the Weelaunee Forest.  

)RU�PRUH�]LQHV�	�SULQW�HSKHPHUD��SOHDVH�YLVLW��FRXQWHUÁRZ�QREORJV�RUJ

7R� VXEPLW� D� SLHFH� WR� XV� IRU� SXEOLVKLQJ�� SOHDVH� HPDLO�� FRXQWHUÁRZB
collective@riseup.net

,Q�ORYLQJ�PHPRU\�RI�7RUWXJXLWD�Ĩ�&RS�&LW\�ZLOO�QHYHU�EH�EXLOW�

7RJHWKHU�7RZDUGV�WKH�3DUW\�RI�'LVRUGHU�ī$Ĭ
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FURTHER READING:

TOOLS FOR ACTION:
defendtheatlantaforest.org

stopcopcitysolidarity.org

1.�KWWSV���ZZZ�VFULEG�FRP�GRFXPHQW�����������$JDLQVWĥWKHĥ3ROLFHĥDQGĥWKHĥ
3ULVRQĥ:RUOG

2.�KWWSV���XQ¿QLVKHGDFWV�QREORJV�RUJ�\RXĥFDQWĥVKRRWĥXVĥDOO�

3.�KWWSV���WKHDQDUFKLVWOLEUDU\�RUJ�OLEUDU\�EDHGDQĥEDHGDQ

4.�KWWSV���WKHDQDUFKLVWOLEUDU\�RUJ�OLEUDU\�OXFLDQRĥWRUWXJDĥSLWURQHOORĥOHWWHUV

5.� KWWSV���DQDUFKLVWVZRUOGZLGH�QREORJV�RUJ�SRVW������������SXQN\ĥPDXULĥ
SUHVHQWHĥ��ĥ\HDUVĥDIWHUĥWKHĥGHDWKĥLQĥDFWLRQĥRIĥPDXULFLRĥPRUDOHV�

6.�KWWSV���WKHDQDUFKLVWOLEUDU\�RUJ�OLEUDU\�WKHĥH[ĥZRUNHUĥSRGFDVWĥOXFLDQRĥ
SLWURQHOORĥDWĥWKHĥURRWĥRIĥP\ĥVXUYLYDO

construction of a hated police training facility and defending the land 
of this continent which is said by many Native peoples to be carried on 
the back of a turtle through the universe. Turtle Island. Time and the 
PHDQLQJ�LW�FRQWDLQV�VRPHWLPHV�ÀRZV�OLNH�D�ULYHU��VRPHWLPHV�HQFLUFOHV�
XV�OLNH�WKH�WLGHV�RI�DQ�LQ¿QLWH�VHD��DQG�VRPHWLPHV�LW�FRQQHFWV�XV�OLNH�
the web of an invisible spider, the strands of which, when plucked like 
the strings of a harp, create transcendent and unforeseen resonances. 
There are no coincidences.

For those of us aligned with the defense of the Weelaunee Forest 
the grief quickly turned to anger, burning rage, vast and terrible like 
the black hole said to be at the center of our spinning galaxy. The call 
ZHQW� RXW� ĥ� WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH�ZDQWHG�¿HUFH� DQG�GLUHFW� DFWLRQ� DJDLQVW�
those responsible. In addition to an unknown number of beautiful 
public and private memorial rituals in the weeks since then, there has 
also been a massive wave of rituals of another kind: attacks and acts of 
sabotage against police infrastructure as well as contractors working 
ZLWK�DQG�¿QDQFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�IXQGLQJ�&RS�&LW\�ĥ�WKH�IRUFHV�ZRUNLQJ�
to bring their hellish and widely hated training facility into our world. 
Images and stories of the riot which followed Tort’s murder in Atlanta 
and the damaged facade of the Atlanta Police Foundation girded our 
spirits, the widely broadcast picture of a burning police SUV serving as 
D�¿WWLQJ�PHPRULDO�WR�WKH�IDOOHQ�FRPUDGH�

7KLV�LV�QRW�WKH�¿UVW�QRU�ZLOO�LW�EH�ODVW�WLPH�WKLV�GUDPDWLF�F\FOH�RI�
authoritarian violence and repression and our ensuing resistance will 
play out. For my close network of comrades it began for a lot of us 
between 2006 and 2012, an age of anarchist agitation in North America 
RYHUVKDGRZHG�RQ�RQH�VLGH�E\�WKH�PDVVLYH�DQWLĥJOREDOL]DWLRQ�PRYHPHQW�
of the late 90s and early 2000s and the ongoing battle against the 
ULVH�RI�WKH�DOWĥULJKW�DQG�$PHULFDQ�IDVFLVP�RI�WKH�7UXPS�\HDUV��ZKLFK�
exploded into planetary consciousness during the massive George 
Floyd Uprising of 2020. Two notable cycles of struggle against the 
police which occurred between ‘06 and 2012 contain many informative 
DQG�KRSHIXOO\�VRPH�LQVSLULQJ�VWRULHV�IRU�WKH�UHEHOV�DWWDFNLQJ�WKH�&RS�
&LW\�SURMHFW�DQG�WKH�ZLGHU�QHWZRUN�RI�'RPLQDWLRQ�WRGD\��WKH�UHEHOOLRQ�
which broke out in the Bay Area after the murder of Oscar Grant in 
2009 and the one which occurred in Washington’s Puget Sound after 
the cold blooded killing of John T. Williams, a Native woodcarver, in 

16 5



2011. After both of those police killings there were riots, clandestine 
DWWDFNV�RQ�WKH�SLJV��SXEOLF�RXWSRXULQJV�RI�JULHI��DQG�VXUJHV�LQ�RUJDQL]LQJ�
HɱRUWV� ³DJDLQVW� WKH� SROLFH� DQG� WKH� SULVRQ�ZRUOG� WKH\�PDLQWDLQ´� ĥ� WR�
use the title of a 2011 collection of communiques by anarchists in the 
struggle in Seattle.1 Some friends who put together a compilation of 
WH[WV� DQG�PHPRULHV� IURP� WKH�2VFDU�*UDQW� UHEHOOLRQ� Ħ�SURSKHWLFDOO\�
FDOOHG�8Q¿QLVKHG�$FWV�Ħ�FRQFOXGHG�WKHLU�WH[W�ZLWK�D�SLHFH�RI�ZULWLQJ�
WLWOHG�³<RX�&DQ¶W�6KRRW�8V�$OO�´2 which sounds like it could have been 
ZULWWHQ�E\�D�SDUWLFLSDQW�LQ�WKH�XQIROGLQJ�VWUXJJOH�LQ�$WODQWD�ĥ�DQG�LQ�
fact was called to presence by a banner with the same message seen 
at the revenge demo in ATL which took place a few days after Tort’s 
PXUGHU��,W�FRQWDLQV�WKLV�DPD]LQJ�RSHQLQJ�SDVVDJH�

When we realized that, in the eyes of the powerful, our lives 
are just piles of bones waiting to be shattered, arteries and veins on 
the verge of tearing open, hearts and lungs that stop beating and 
expanding at the moment they pull the trigger, the only thing left to 
do was to come together and make them tremble before us...

,�ZDQWHG�WR�EUHDN�ZLQGRZV��WR�VHW�ÀUHV��WR�VWULNH�IHDU�LQWR�HYHU\�
cop on the streets that night. I wanted to show the powerful that 
they, too, would learn the meaning of violence, just as we have been 
forced to learn it time and time again. They needed to understand 
that we don’t forget, we needed to feel that we were still alive.

Atlanta — NowAtlanta — Now

much more widespread and complex than it has ever been, and it must 
be struck at in every possible way and by every possible means, from 
art to music to riots to desertion to magic to direct action to dreams. 
Especially dreams. If we lose the dream we lose everything.

$IWHU� WKH� SHUPLW� WR� EHJLQ� EXLOGLQJ� &RS� &LW\� ZDV� LVVXHG� LQ� WKH�
wake of Tort’s murder, in the deafening silence from Atlanta’s power 
structure, among the lies spewed by the cops about Tort’s death and 
the mainstream media blackout on the struggle, the DTAF press 
collective reminded us all of something that deep in our hearts we have 
always known: nothing is over.  A call was quickly made for a week of 
global solidarity and a week of action in Atlanta in early March.  The 
struggle continues.

:H�KDYH� XQFRXQWDEOH�PDUW\UV��:H�GLGQ¶W� QHHG� DQRWKHU� RQH��<HW�
here they are, their smile and gentle presence enduring in the etheric 
fabric of our lived and digital memories, their loss haunting us, their 
DFWLRQV� HQFRXUDJLQJ� XV� WR� FRQWLQXH� OLYLQJ�� WR� FRQWLQXH� ¿JKWLQJ�� WR�
continue defending our Home.

Tort: we remember, we won’t let them forget, and we never forgive. 
See you on the other side when the time comes around.

Kodama Cell
:ROYHV�RI�6ROLGDULW\�ī:HVWĬ

Lützi — NowLützi — Now
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full lives in their power, to never be afraid of being cut down by some 
agent of Domination when they choose their own path.  No one should 
ever have to feel what Tortuguita’s family must still be feeling.  Being 
DURXQG�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�H[SHULHQFLQJ�WKLV�EHDXWLIXO�SODQHW�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�
WLPH�KDV�DGGHG�IXHO�WR�WKH�EODFN�ÀDPH�EXUQLQJ�DW�P\�FRUH��GLUHFWLQJ�
WKH�SULPDO�XUJH�WR�GHIHQG�WKHP�DJDLQVW�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRXOG�EXLOG�SURMHFWV�
OLNH�&RS�&LW\��ZKR�ZRXOG�FRQWLQXH�GHYDVWDWLQJ�WKH�IRUHVWV��WKRVH�ZKR�
would turn our paradise among the stars into a tomb.

Tortuguita died protecting our world, the real world. The cops and 
everyone else who defends this tragedy known as the Present are living 
in a hologram, an inorganic feedback loop, a nightmare construct, and 
all who take action against them, no matter how we identify, will be at 
war with the system they protect until it breaks and all the pieces of it 
are shattered, entombed, annihilated.

III. THE INFINITE
7KH�VWUXJJOH�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�$WODQWD�)RUHVW�DQG�WR�VWRS�&RS�&LW\��

that truly massive and dystopian police training center which the 
American death cult wants build in place of hundreds of acres of vital 
DQG�OLYLQJ�IRUHVW��LV�RQH�RI�WKH�ODWHVW�PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�RI�D�PHWDĥFRQÀLFW�
that spans the human aeon. It takes many forms, wears many masks, 
arises and passes back in the shadows of history and memory like a 
ghost, burning like an ember in the depths of the world, waiting to 
detonate. Our movement to defend this world and the free beings that 
remain upon it from the forces of Domination has been occurring for 
millennia and is taking on increasingly titanic, Manichaean, apocalyptic 
dimensions, illustrated by one recent example from the widespread 
XSULVLQJV�DJDLQVW�VWDWH�DXWKRULW\�DQG�WKH�HFRQRP\�DFURVV�WKH�SODQHW�Ħ�
among the barely believable pictures of German riot cops evicting the 
UHVLVWDQFH�YLOODJH�RI�/XW]HUDWK�WR�H[SDQG�D�PDVVLYH�RSHQĥSLW�FRDO�PLQH�
RQH�¿QGV� DQ� LPDJH�RI� VRPH� FRSV�SURWHFWLQJ� WKH� FRDO� KDUYHVWHU� WKDW�
will destroy the very ground beneath the village and which looks like a 
piece of gigantic mining equipment on an alien planet.

7KH� ³SURJUHVV´� RI� WKRVH� ZKR� GRQ¶W� VHH� WKHPVHOYHV� DV� QDWXUDO�
LQKDELWDQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKLV�(DUWK�FXOPLQDWHV�LQ�MXVW�VXFK�D�VXUUHDO�
and terrible image. The death system of Leviathan is complex now, 

Like uncounted previous generations of anarchists and other 
OLEHUDWLRQ�¿JKWHUV�ZH�OHDUQHG�D�ORW�DERXW�ZKDW�WR�FHOHEUDWH�DQG�ZKDW�
WR�ZDWFK�RXW�IRU�LQ�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�DXWKRULWDULDQ�SRZHU�WKURXJK�WKRVH�
cycles of revolt, and it seems that many of those lessons are thankfully 
already a part of the campaign to defend the Weelaunee Forest. We 
learned to hide our real and digital identities, strike under cover of 
darkness, evaporate and evade arrest when the heat arrived, play tricks 
DQG� JDPHV� ZLWK� WKH� IRUFHV� RI� UHSUHVVLRQ� WR�PLVOHDG� WKHP�� RUJDQL]H�
the resistance widely and experimentally and in our daily lives, never 
WUXVW�1*2V�� WKH�PHGLD�� FRPPXQLVW� IURQW� JURXSV� OLNH� WKH�5&3� DQG�
36/��RU� DQ\RQH�ZKR�ZRUNV�ZLWK�RU� ³LQVLGH´� WKH� V\VWHP��FXOWLYDWH�DQ�
DWPRVSKHUH�RI�FRĥPLQJOHG�UDJH�DQG�MR\��QHYHU�IRUJHW�WKH�QDPHV�RI�WKH�
fallen, support those captured by the police, watch out for each other, 
DQG� UHPHPEHU� WKDW� ZH� DUH� VLPSO\� KXPDQ�� IDOOLEOH�� IUDJLOH�� ÀH[LEOH��
SUHFLRXV��WKDW�ZH�DUH�RUJDQLF�OLIH�IRUPV�FKRRVLQJ�WR�¿JKW�DQ�LQRUJDQLF�
and monstrous global corpse machine which goes by many names but a 
lot of us still call the Leviathan. The cops everywhere are our absolute 
enemy simply because they defend the social order which propagates 
that monster. So much of what we all experienced and learned in those 
years and took forward into the struggles that have followed in the 
decade after Ferguson arise again, perennially, in Atlanta and elsewhere, 
and to borrow a fragment from our beloved poet Diane Di Prima:

We return with the seas, the tides

we return as often as leaves, as numerous

as grass, gentle, insistent, we remember

the way

While in the following days and months, activists and politicians 
RI�DOO�VWULSHV�DWWHPSWHG�WR�FDSLWDOL]H�Rɲ�RI�D�UHĦZULWLQJ�RI�WKHVH�ULRWV��
WKH�ZRUGV�RI�ĭWKHVHĮ�SDUWLFLSDQWV�GHPRQVWUDWH�D�SURMHFW�RI�PHPRU\�
and hatred which evades capture in politics.3

7KH�DXWKRUV�RI�WKH�HSRFKDO�TXHHU�QLKLOLVW�MRXUQDO�Baedan��WKH�¿UVW�
LVVXH�RI�ZKLFK�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������VLWXDWHG�³<RX�&DQ¶W�6KRRW�8V�$OO´�
in this way:
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None of the riots or attacks or sustained struggle brought Oscar 
Grant or John T. Williams or any of the countless others slaughtered 
by the agents of Order back to us alive, nor will the continued assault 
RQ� WKH�&RS�&LW\� SURMHFW� EULQJ�/LWWOH�7XUWOH� EDFN�� EXW� WKH� UDJH�� WKH�
property damage, the clandestine and continuing sabotage, and the 
ZLGHQLQJ�RI�WKH�DERYHJURXQG�¿JKW�WR�VDYH�WKH�)RUHVW�IURP�GHVWUXFWLRQ�
weave a protective and warming cloak around our revolutionary Spirit 
to heal it, defending our collective Heart from resignation.

II. THE INSIDE
There is another Turtle who also deserves to be remembered 

and celebrated, whose deeds are an important part of our litany of 
anarchic memory and whose words attest to the power of solidarity 
and our dogged refusal to back down from our wild beliefs. Luciano 
³7RUWXJD´�3LWURQHOOR� LV� D�&KLOHDQ� DQDUFKLVW�ZKR�ZDV�EDGO\�ZRXQGHG�
in 2011 when a bomb he was attempting to place at a bank in Santiago 
ZHQW� Rɱ� SUHPDWXUHO\�� QHDUO\� EOLQGLQJ� KLP� DQG� EORZLQJ� RQH� RI� KLV�
KDQGV�Rɱ��$IWHU�EHLQJ�FDSWXUHG��GHFODUHG�D�WHUURULVW��DQG�LPSULVRQHG��
he engaged in communication via letters with individuals and groups 
on the outside about prison, international anarchist struggle, being 
ZRXQGHG�DQG�LVRODWHG��DQG�WKH�ZLOO�WR�VXUYLYH�DQG�FRQWLQXH�¿JKWLQJ��+H�
UHIXVHG�WR�DSRORJL]H�RU�GLVWDQFH�KLPVHOI�IURP�KLV�DFWLRQV��DQG�DPRQJ�
so many incredible passages in the collection of his prison letters To the 
Indomitable Hearts�ZH�¿QG�WKLV�

I think that a rebel becomes a warrior when one is able to get 
back up stronger than when one fell, who is able to see a reality even 
though one has everything to lose, a warrior does not necessarily have 
to know how to make a bomb or handle one, nor to have techniques 
RI� FDPRXÁDJH�� WKHVH� DUH� WKLQJV� RQH� OHDUQV� E\� DGGLWLRQ��ZDUULRUV� DUH�
dangerous for their ideas and principles because they see all the way to 
WKH�ÀQDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV��DOZD\V�ÀUP��VWHDGIDVW��EHFDXVH�WKH\�GR�QRW�EHWUD\�
themselves nor their comrades, because they are always aware, because 
WKH\�GRQ·W�OHW�WKHPVHOYHV�EH�FDUULHG�E\�IXFNĦXSV�RU�UXPRU��EHFDXVH�LI�WKH\�
have problems they confront them, if they feel pain they cry, and if they 
are happy they laugh; because they know to live out a full life, though it 
ZLOO�QRW�WKHUHIRUH�EH�SHDFHIXOħWKRVH�DUH�WKH�WUXH�ZDUULRUVĭ���Į

F\FOHV�RI� OLIH� ĥ�EXW�DQDUFK\� LV� OLYHG� MR\�� IUHHGRP��FKDRWLF�KDUPRQ\��$�
friend shared a picture last summer from a party somewhere in the 
6RXWKHDVW�WKDW�H[SUHVVHG�LW�EHWWHU�WKDQ�,�FDQ��³7KLV�/LIH�LV�D�0LUDFOH��
$OO�/RYH�LV�3RVVLEOH�´

Just as there is a profound connection between Tortuguita and the 
7XUWOH�,VODQG�WKH\�GLHG�¿JKWLQJ�IRU��WKHUH�LV�D�GHHS�UHVRQDQFH��DQ�RFFXOW�
PHDQLQJ� WR� WKH� OLQN� EHWZHHQ� /XFLDQR� ³7RUWXJD´� 3LWURQHOOR� DQG� RXU�
fallen Tortuguita. Two Turtles who carry our world, the real world, the 
world of the animals and plants, of the oceans and winds, of the peaceful 
DQG�LQWLPDWH�MR\�VKDUHG�E\�KXPDQV�ZLWKRXW�WKH�VKDFNOHV�RI�KLHUDUFK\��
a world where we share meals and resources, throw free parties, mend 
the immense damage done by millennia of class society and patriarchy 
and colonialism and all the other strategies of Domination, where we 
remember the songs and dreams of those who still revere this Earth, 
this living stone hurtling through the singing void. Our Home.

A lot of my friends have brought children into our world in the 
past few years, and passing time with them, watching them grow 
surrounded by love, being cherished and taught by their family and 
adult friends, reminds me that despite the cynical and passive nihilism 
of our age there are many possible futures and we are their makers.  
2QH�IHHOV�WKH�VDPH�HQHUJ\�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHNV�RI�VSULQJ��ZKHQ�WKH�
JUHHQ�IXVH�LV�OLW�DQG�WKH�UDLQERZ�EDQQHUV�RI�WKH�ÀRZHUV�XQIXUO��D�WLPH�
which culminates in one of our ancient resistance movement’s most 
hallowed days: May Day, the day when we vision a more free future, 
when we renew the call, when we feast and remember our history, the 
day when we always win. 

Being around these new souls has driven me in the exact opposite 
GLUHFWLRQ� RI� WKH� SDWULDUFKDO� QDUUDWLYH� RI� FRQVHUYDWLYH� ³UHSURGXFWLYH�
IXWXULVP´�ZKLFK� WKH� DXWKRUV� RI�Baedan� FULWLTXHG� LQ� ����� ĥ� LQ�ZKLFK�
WKH� MR\� DQG� IUHHGRP� DQG� TXHHU� FKDRWLF� SRWHQWLDO� RI� WKH� SUHVHQW� LV�
GHWHUUHG� E\� DQ� HYHUĥXQIROGLQJ� UHSURGXFWLRQ� RI� WKH� FXUUHQW� XQIUHH�
society in the name of future generations.  Instead it has renewed the 
urgency of bringing this society to an end and stopping the cycle of this 
FLYLOL]DWLRQ¶V�UHSURGXFWLRQ��DW�WKH�HQG�RI�P\�OLIH�,�ZDQW�WR�DEOH�WR�VD\�WR�
myself and to those younger than me that we did everything we could 
and had an absolutely wild time doing it.  Police and reactionaries will 
always be my absolute enemy because I want them to make it, to live 
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unfounded and clearly absurd charges in the hopes that people will 
IDOO�EDFN�DQG�DFFHSW�GHIHDW��&DUU\LQJ�RQ�WKH�VWUXJJOH�RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH�
to support our people on the inside, and indeed all people locked up 
LQ�WKH�SULVRQV�RI�WKLV�IDOVH�DQG�URWWLQJ�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�
important tasks that falls to us. The stories of Mauri and Tortuga as 
ZHOO�DV�WKH�FXUUHQW�JOREDO�ZDYH�RI�VROLGDULW\�ZLWK�$OIUHGR�&RVSLWR��DQ�
anarchist of action currently on hunger strike in Italy, have always 
been important reminders that one can support our incarcerated 
friends not only with letters, money, pictures, and visits if able but 
also with propaganda of the deed.

The experience of the insurrectionary anarchist movement from 
WKH� PLGĥ����V� WR� RXU� FXUUHQW� WLPH� DOVR� FRQWDLQV� WZR� RWKHU� OLYHG�
lessons which it already seems most of the comrades in Atlanta have 
absorbed but bear repeating: the importance of discourse, sharing 
ideas, and the ability to give and receive feedback and criticism in good 
faith from people in the struggle locally and abroad if the channels of 
communication are open; and the vital importance of maintaining an 
H[SHULPHQWDO��LQIRUPDO�DQG�MR\IXO�DSSURDFK�WR�HYHQ�WKH�PRVW�PLOLWDQW�
SURMHFWV�RI�UHVLVWDQFH��,Q�WKH�SDVW�WZR�\HDUV�RI�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�VWUXJJOH�
DJDLQVW�&RS�&LW\�IURP�DIDU�,¶YH�EHHQ�UHDOO\�DPD]HG�E\�WKH�ZLGHU�VWUDWHJ\�
of the movement to maintain complexity, spontaneity, informality and 
KXPRU��7KH�WHQGHQF\�WR�RYHUWO\�VSHFLDOL]H�DQG�PLOLWDUL]H�FDQ�EH�D�SLWIDOO�
of the clandestine struggle and is especially important for us to avoid. 
Those who strike at the machinery of power beneath cover of darkness 
are intelligent, blessed, and brave, braver by far than any cop, but they 
DUH�QRW�DERYH�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�PRYHPHQW���$V�RXU�ROG�DGDJH�JRHV�ĥ�UHYROW�
needs everything.  There are important experiences to remember lived 
E\�VRPH�LQIRUPDO�DQDUFKLVW�JURXSV�IURP�WKH�ODVW�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV��VXFK�DV�
WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH� LPSULVRQHG�FHOO�RI�*UHHFH¶V�&RQVSLUDF\�RI�
&HOOV�RI�)LUH�Ī&&)ī�IURP�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LQWUDQVLJHQW�DQG�YLVLRQDU\�
revolutionary groups on the planet into, by some accounts, little more 
than a prison gang who spoke of themselves as the only true anarchists 
RI�DFWLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�GLVWXUELQJ�VSLUDO�RI�WKH�0H[LFDQ�HFRĥH[WUHPLVW�
JURXS�,76�ĪRU�,QGLYLGXDOLVWV�7HQGLQJ�7RZDUG�WKH�:LOG�LQ�(QJOLVKī�LQWR�
a death cult supported only by internet fanboys. While some may 
wisely choose the path of assassination and bombing when necessary, 
we are not agents of Death.  Many of our ancestors on the anarchist 
path have chosen thus, and we welcome Death as a part of the great 

7RUWXJD�ZDV�ĪDQG�DV�ZH�ZLOO�VHH��VWLOO�LVī�D�SDUWLFLSDQW�LQ�WKH�YLEUDQW�
DQG�PXOWLĥJHQHUDWLRQDO�DQDUFKLVW�PRYHPHQW�LQ�&KLOH�DQG�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�
South America and was lucky to survive, luckier by far than another 
EHORYHG� &KLOHDQ� FRPUDGH�� 0DXULFLR� 0RUDOHV�� ZKR� ZDV� NLOOHG� LQ�
2009 when a bomb he carried in his backpack exploded before his 
WDUJHW�Ħ�D�SROLFH�WUDLQLQJ�FHQWHU�ĥ�ZDV�UHDFKHG��,Q�P\�HDUO\�\HDUV�DV�DQ�
anarchist Mauri’s story became instructive canon, part of our mythos 
RI� UHVLVWDQFH�� PHPRULDOL]HG� E\� WKH� FRPPXQLTXHV� UHOHDVHG� E\� KLV�
FRPUDGHV�DW�WKH�DQDUFKLVW�OLEUDU\�³6DFFR�DQG�9DQ]HWWL´�ZKLFK�KH�KDG�
lived at in which they declare:

Comrades, we are very clear and aware of what is going to 
KDSSHQ�QRZ��ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�GLɼFXOW�GD\V�DQG�PRQWKV�DUH�FRPLQJ��%XW�
we also know that the pain and sadness of our brother’s departure 
can not paralyze us. We remember insistently that he died in combat, 
WKDW�WKH�RɲHQVLYH�KDV�YDULRXV�IRUPV��WKDW�QR�RQH�LV�ZRUWK�PRUH�WKDQ�
DQRWKHU��:H�DSSHDO� WKHQ�� WKDW� WKH� EHDXWLIXO�ÁDPH� RI� KLV� DQDUFKLVW�
heart propagate the irreducible desire to annihilate this reality.

Regarding my wounds, they have all healed, unfortunately the 
marks will always remain but I carry them with the same pride as 
my tattoos, because they are the best evidence that I am convinced in 
P\�LGHDOVħKRZ�FRXOG�,�QRW�EH"�,�FDUULHG�WKDW�ERPE�ZLWK�GUHDPV�DQG�
hopes and those remain intact.4 

Tortuga — Santiago 2011Tortuga — Santiago 2011
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0DXUL¶V�DFWLRQV�DJDLQVW�WKH�FDSLWDOLVW�GHDWK�V\VWHP�LQ�&KLOH�ZHUH�
ZLGHO\�UHPHPEHUHG��DQG�WKH�WH[W�³3XQN\�0DXUL�3UHVHQWH´5 from which 
WKH�DERYH�TXRWH�RULJLQDWHV�VKDUHV�WKDW�KLV�GHDWK�JDOYDQL]HG�HOHPHQWV�
of the movement and became a force that encouraged rebellious 
LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�¿QG�HDFK�RWKHU�Ħ�LQ�&KLOH�DQG�HOVHZKHUH�ĥ�DQG�WR�WDNH�
action. It certainly did so in the anarchist space I came up in; I will 
always remember my favorite poster at a collective house that served 
DV� D� KXE� DQG� OLEUDU\� LQ� WKH� µ��� WR� ����� SHULRG� Ħ� D� SLFWXUH� RI�0DXUL�
smiling encircled by this phrase:

IN HIS BACKPACK

HE CARRIED HIS HEART

His body today remains a prisoner in the hands of the police 
and their mercenaries, but the energy of his life remains with us, 
ZLWK�WKH�FRPUDGHV�ZKR�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�KLP�DQG�LQ�GLɲHUHQW�ZD\V�
confronted those that want to transform us into slaves.

$�ZDUULRU�KDV�GLHG�EXW�RXU�ÀUH�GRHV�QRW�JR�RXW�

Mauri — Killed in Combat

Later, during the saga of Tortuga, my crew and I were deeply 
moved by the international tapestry of letters and communiques and 
¿HU\�DFWLRQV�ZKLFK�VXSSRUWHG�KLP�ZKLOH�LQVLGH�SULVRQ��,Q�D�SRZHUIXO�
interview6�ZLWK�KLP�IURP������DIWHU�JDLQLQJ�IUHHGRP�DQG�UHMRLQLQJ�WKH�
anarchist current on the outside, he shares the power that tapestry of 
actions and words had for him:

I conclude that at the root of my survival was the solidarity 
that the comrades showed me. Because in every one of these three 
SURFHVVHV� ħ� EHLQJ� ORFNHG� XS� LQ� SULVRQ�� EHLQJ� FKDUJHG� DV� D� WHUURULVW�
RU�HQHP\�RI�WKH�VWDWH��DQG�EHFRPLQJ�GLVDEOHG�ħ�LQ�HYHU\�RQH�RI�WKHVH�
processes I was gripped by this weapon that we have as anarchists, 
which is solidarity.

In recalling the stories of these distant anarchist comrades I don’t 
intend to suggest the movement to defend Turtle Island and the 
:HHODXQHH�)RUHVW� VSHFL¿FDOO\�PRYH� WRZDUGV�PRUH� DJJUHVVLYH� WDFWLFV�
such as bombing, although each person in the struggle has the hallowed 
power to choose their own path of resistance. I wanted to share my 
PHPRU\�RI�WKHLU�VDJD¶V�HɱHFW�RQ�WKH�OLYHV�DQG�LGHDV�LQ�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�
of anarchists I have grown with over the years because their words feel 
timeless, prophetic, still as vibrant and inspiring now as they were over 
a decade ago.

There are at least 15 or more forest defenders in Atlanta thus far 
DFFXVHG�DQG�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�³GRPHVWLF�WHUURULVP�´�DQG�DV�WKH�UHSUHVVLYH�
wave continues to target the movement there will likely be more. 
Some of those arrested are still locked up and in the hands of the 
State, and it has been profound to see the wave of both public actions 
DQG� HYHQWV� DQG� FODQGHVWLQH� HɱRUWV� WR� VWRS�&RS�&LW\� LQ� WKH�ZDNH�RI�
Tort’s killing and the comrades’ arrests. The strategy of the system is 
WR�WHUURUL]H�WKRVH�ZKR�DFW�DQG�DWWHPSW�EHDW�XV�LQWR�VXEPLVVLRQ�ZLWK�

London — 2012London — 2012
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