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Need Some Context?
Here’s an Introduction:
I would like to write down some thoughts regarding Leninism as 
a historical and theoretical position. I am writing to those who 
DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�OLVWHQ�LQ�KRSHV�RI�UH¿QLQJ�D�FULWLTXH�RI�DXWKRULWDULDQ�
socialism. I do not have delusions that this short essay will convince 
anyone of something drastically outside of what they already believe 
or at least that is not my intention. 

Recently, there has been much debate on listserv and social media 
sites about an upcoming “Bash Lenin Pinata Party” being hosted 
by some local Atlanta anarchists. In response to this, Leninists and 
RWKHU�DXWKRULWDULDQ�VRFLDOLVWV�ĪLQFOXGLQJ�0DRLVWV�IURP�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�
WKH�FRXQWU\ī�KDYH�UHVSRQGHG�ZLWK�YLWULRO��KRPRSKRELF�VODQGHUV��DQG�
PXOWLWXGLQRXV�FULWLTXHV�RI�DQDUFK\��³VHFWDULDQLVP�´�DQG�³WUROOLQJ�´�,�
DP�ZULWLQJ�WKLV�EHFDXVH�,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�DQDUFKLVWV�DQG�DQWLĥDXWKRULWDULDQV�
in other parts of the country have had similar encounters with Leninists. 
The responses I have seen are usually limited to poking fun or reverting to 
OLVWLQJĥRɱ�IDPLOLDU�KLVWRULFDO�EORRGEDWKV�RI�WKH�/HQLQLVW�SURMHFW��,�KRSH�WR�
bring a humble contribution to the discussion with the intention 
of increasing our capacity to meaningfully engage in ideological 
GHEDWH�ZLWK�WKH�3DUW\�RI�2UGHU�ħ�EH�LW�/HQLQLVWV��ERVVHV��SROLFH��
liberals, misogynists, or anyone else who seeks to impose discipline 
on our bodies. 

For a wild, uncontrollable, rebellion without object or measure. 
For anarchy! 
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IRU�VSHFL¿F�SXUSRVHV��:H�VKRXOG�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKHP�LQIRUPDOO\�ZKHQHYHU�
possible for the mutual gain of all. This general strategy, of course, 
rewards the anarchist spirit more than the Leninist tendency, as 
Leninists tend to hesitate initiating meaningful radical intervention 
in the social clash.

$OWKRXJK�ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�EDFN�GRZQ�IURP�FULWLTXLQJ�DXWKRULWDULDQ�
VRFLDOLVWV��ZH�VKRXOG�UHFRJQL]H�WKHLU�UHODWLYH�ZHDNQHVV�LQ�WKH�
current context. It can be important for anarchists to establish the 
autonomous space for anarchy by distancing themselves from the 
/HIW��:KLOH�WKDW�LV�LPSRUWDQW��ZH�VKRXOGQ¶W�IRFXV�WRR�PXFK�HQHUJ\�
RQ�GH¿QLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�LQ�D�SRVLWLYH�VHQVH�ħ�WKH�EHWWHU�WR�UHFXSHUDWH�
RXU�HɱRUWV��7KHUH�LV�DQ�HQWLUH�VRFLDO�WHUUDLQ�WR�¿QG�DFFRPSOLFHV�DQG�
IULHQGVKLSV��:H�VKRXOG�IRFXV�RQ�EXLOGLQJ�WKRVH�QHFHVVDU\�FRPSOLFLWLHV�
in anticipation of the social clash with domination. Once we have 
established the necessary distance between anarchist spaces and the 
Leninist Parties, we should shift to a general strategy of ignoring 
WKHP�FRPSOHWHO\�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��H[FHSW�IRU�ZKHQ�ZH�
may be able to work together.
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A Brief Glossary of Terms:

It is almost never the case that serious disagreements stem from simple 
miscommunication. With that said, I would like to avoid misunderstandings 
stemming from an imprecise lexicon.

AUTHORITY: The difference between your mother or your 
kindergarten teacher and a police officer or party hack is that 
the first kind of authority undermines the basis for its own 
existence over time and the second kind creates the material 
and social relations which discipline your body and mind in a 
VHOIĥGXSOLFDWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�GRPLQDWLRQ�RU�DWWHPSW�WR�GR�VR��:KHQ�
anarchists talk about “authority,” we are nearly always disparaging the 
GRPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODWWHU��0DU[LVWV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�/HQLQLVW�WUDGLWLRQ�DUH�
RIWHQ�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�XQFOHDU�DERXW�WKHLU�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�DXWKRULW\��ERXQFLQJ�
back and forth between the two listed above when it is expedient for 
them. Some Leninists even go as far as to say that they don’t even 
know what the word “authority” means. Here, I have laid bare a 
FRKHUHQW��QXDQFHG�GH¿QLWLRQ�WKDW�,�EHOLHYH�UHÀHFWV�WKH�OLYHG�H[SHULHQFHV�
of contemporary human reality. Note: an “Authoritarian” is simply someĥ
RQH�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�DXWKRULW\ĥDVĥGRPLQDWLRQ�LV�QHFHVVDU\��GHVLUDEOH��
RU�LQHYLWDEOH��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�WKH�³DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�PDMRULW\´�HVSRXVHG�E\�
GHPRFUDWV�ĪORZHUĥFDVH�³G´ī��

AUTONOMY: The freedom to decide for oneself about things 
LQYROYLQJ�RQH¶V�RZQ�ERG\�Ī6HH�DOVR��³,QGLYLGXDO´ī��7KH�OLPLWV�RI�
DXWRQRP\�XQGHU�FDSLWDOLVP�DUH�FOHDU�ħ�LW¶V�QRW�HQRXJK�IRU�XV�WR�
simply negotiate a peace treaty with Power, we must attack! Regardĥ
OHVV��PRVW�DQDUFKLVWV�VHH�DXWRQRPRXV�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ�DV�DQ�DEVROXWH�
SUHUHTXLVLWH�WR�DQ\�HPDQFLSDWRU\�SURMHFW��

DISCIPLINE: It is always rewarding to accomplish a goal or to 
RYHUFRPH�DQ�REVWDFOH�LQ�RQH¶V�OLIH��0RUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�QRW��WKLV�UHTXLUHV�
patience and dedication, or some would say, discipline. There is 
REYLRXVO\�QRWKLQJ�ZURQJ�ZLWK�WKLV�XQGHUWDNLQJ��:KHQ�,�WDON�DERXW�
“discipline” in this piece, I am referring to the historical, social, and 
institutional use of force, guilt, and coercion to conform human 
EHKDYLRU�WR�H[LVWLQJ�VRFLDO�PRUDOV�RU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�ZKLOH�VXEVHTXHQWO\�
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SDWKRORJL]LQJ�RU�LPSULVRQLQJ�DOO�EHKDYLRUV�RU�ELRORJLHV�WKDW�GR�QRW�¿W�
the values of the social order. For anarchists, the problem of prisons, 
asylums. and courts is not only a problem of administration but of the 
entire world order attached to their development and application. 

INDIVIDUAL: Throughout the text, I may refer to the social category 
of the “individual.” In liberal Enlightenment philosophy, the individual was 
D�IUHH�URDPLQJ�PRQDG�ZKR�HQWHUHG�HTXDOO\�LQWR�YROXQWDU\�FRQWUDFW�ZLWK�
other free persons and developed mechanisms of ensuring security, 
even at the expense of autonomy and freedom. In anarchist philosophy, 
DV�LQ�WKH�0DU[LVW�WUDGLWLRQ��³LQGLYLGXDOV´�GR�QRW�WUXO\�H[LVW�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�
FRQWH[W�WKH\�DUH�VRFLDOL]HG�LQ��0DQ\�DQDUFKLVWV�DUH�DYLG�UHDGHUV�RI�WKH�3RVWĥ
PRGHUQ�DQG�3RVWVWUXFWXUDOLVW�0DU[LVWV�ĪL�H��&ULWLFDO�7KHRU\��$XWRQRPLD��
³SRVWĥ��´�OLWHUDWXUH��HWF�ī�ZKR�RɱHU�DFFXUDWH�DQG�PHDQLQJIXO�FULWLTXHV�
of the metaphysical “individual” described in classical liberal thought. 
+RZHYHU��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKH�UHDO�VXEMHFWLYH�H[SHULHQFH�
of memory and the body as continuous nodes of interaction with 
RWKHU�SHUVRQV��SODFHV��DQG�V\VWHPV�RYHU�WLPH�ĪPHDQLQJ�WKDW�DOO�SHRSOH�
H[SHULHQFH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�VLQJXODU�RUJDQV�RI�VHQVH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�VSDFHĥ
WLPHī��7KH�LQGLYLGXDO�LV�D�EHLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZKR�H[SHULHQFHV�LWVHOI�
in a limited social context and who shapes its destiny in an ongoing 
creative process, one way or another. 

THE STATE: )RU�0DU[LVWV��WKH�6WDWH�LV�D�FHQWUDOL]HG�WRRO�RI�FODVV�
RSSUHVVLRQ��)RU�0DU[��WKH�6WDWH�LV�VLPSO\�D�FRPSXOVRU\�DSSDUDWXV�IRU�
PDLQWDLQLQJ�FODVV�GLVWLQFWLRQV��,W�LV�QHYHU�UHDOO\�GH¿QHG�WRR�VWULFWO\��
ZKLFK�EHQH¿WV�DQ\RQH�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�EH�LQ�SRZHU��$�XVHIXO�GH¿QLWLRQ�
of the State is either a body which maintains a monopoly on the 
legitimate use of force or a body which maintains a monopoly on 
OHJLWLPDWH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ��7KH�HFRQRPLVW�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�D�6WDWH�SXW�
IRUZDUG�E\�0DU[LVWV�GRHVQ¶W�UHDOO\�WHOO�XV�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�KRZ�VWDWHV�
have worked. Instead, it simply locates the State in its role in a market. It 
is possible, however, to conceive of governing bodies which do not impose 
themselves as economic actors, but simply exercise disciplinary control 
over human bodies. Such is the domination of the concentration camp. 
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A Few Tentative Conclusions

Anarchy and Leninism are distinct. There is an ocean between the tension 
RI�DQDUFK\�DQG�WKH�SRVLWLYH�SROLWLFDO�SURJUDP�RI�0DU[LVWĥ/HQLQLVP�

$QDUFK\�LV�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�DOO�DXWKRULW\��WKH�GHVWDELOL]DWLRQ�RI�DOO�
control, the unruly indulgence of lust and passion, the Dionysian 
H[SORVLRQ�RI�/LIH�DQG�H[FHVV��7KH�DQDUFKLVW�VSULQWV�IRUZDUG�LQ¿QLWHO\�
past the tyranny of the “possible” and toward living life to the fullest. 
The anarchist seeks to develop the material solidarities to provide for 
one another’s emotional, mental, spiritual and physical needs in the 
SUHVHQW�WHQVH��VR�WKDW�ZH�PD\�ODXQFK�D�FRXQWHUĥDWWDFN�DJDLQVW�HYHU\ĥ
thing that has made us ashamed of our bodies and our dreams and so 
that we may encounter worlds we never considered before.

7KH�SRVLWLYH�SURMHFW�RI�0DU[LVPĥ/HQLQLVP�VHHNV�WR�LPSRVH�D�QHZ�
ZRUOG�RI�2UGHU��7KH\�VHHN�WR�FRQVWUXFW�D�UHDOLW\�RI�VFLHQWL¿F�FRKHUHQFH�
ZKHUHE\�WKH�FXUUHQW�FDWHJRULHV�RI�VRFLHW\�PD\�IXOO\�UHDOL]H�WKHPVHOYHV��
For the Leninist, life is always elsewhere. Although they speak of 
communism, they aim to build a new socialist government. The 
/HQLQLVW�EHOLHYHV�VR�OLWWOH�LQ�WKH�KXPDQ�FDSDFLW\�WR�VHOIĥRUJDQL]H�
and in the capacity of individuals to take their lives into their 
own hands, that they command strict adherence to a Party of 
technocrats and intellectuals.

In any case, the relative irrelevance and lack of traction amongst young 
people toward Lenin should be relieving for anarchists. In this context, 
we shouldn’t trap ourselves into identitarian ghettos. Insurrection is a social 
HYHQW��,Q�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDUV��ZH�PD\�ÀQG�DOOLHV�LQ�VWUDQJH�SODFHV��That being said, 
we should collaborate with other groups on our own terms as distinct 
autonomous partisans with our own ideas about how struggles should 
move forward. Our collaboration with Leninists should be contingent 
DQG�UHODWLYH�WR�RXU�OHYHO�RI�DɷQLW\�ZLWK�LQGLYLGXDOV�RQ�D�OLPLWHG�VFRSH�
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&DSLWDOLVP�DV�D�PRGH�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�LV�FRPSRVHG�RI�GLɱHUHQW�SDUWV��
The most obvious parts include the working humans and those who 
RYHUVHH�WKH�H[WUDFWLRQ�RI�YDOXH�IURP�WKHLU�EHKDYLRU�ĪWKHVH�SHRSOH�
DOPRVW�DOZD\V�SUR¿W�IURP�WKDW�EHKDYLRU��EXW�,�VXSSRVH�WKDW¶V�QRW�
QHFHVVDU\ī��&DSLWDOLVP�LV�UHSURGXFHG�EHFDXVH�SHRSOH�NHHS�EHKDYLQJ�LQ�
ways that produce value. This is, of course, a tautology. The community 
of capital is why there is capitalism. Everyday life under capitalism 
is capitalism. The only way to destroy capitalism is to destroy the 
YDOXHĥIRUP�DQG�DOO�UHODWLRQV�RI�H[FKDQJH�WKURXJK�WKH�QHJDWLYH�SURMHFWV�
RI�FROOHFWLYH�VHOIĥQHJDWLRQ�DQG�FRPPXQL]DWLRQ�

,V�WKLV�D�TXDQWLWDWLYH�TXHVWLRQ�RU�D�TXDOLWDWLYH�RQH"�$OO�WKLQJV�LQGLFDWH�
to me that socialism is, in fact, capitalism in its nicest possible form.

8QWLO�LW�FDQ�EH�LOOXVWUDWHG�WKDW�VRFLDOLVP�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�RWKHU�WKDQ�D�
redistribution of wealth, it should still be considered an element of 
capitalist accumulation and political economy.

Furthermore, it is an apparent strategy of authoritarian politics to 
HTXLYRFDWH�WKH�PHDQLQJV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�´�³WKH�VWDWH�´�RU�³WKH�SDUW\�´�
These keywords are deeply coded, but they all mean the same thing: 
small groups of people controlling others, often by pretending to be 
on their side.

7R�TXRWH�IURP�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�SRSXODU�LFRQRFODVWĨ
“A state is called the coldest of all cold monsters. Coldly lieth it also; and this lie 

creepeth from its mouth: ‘I, the state, am the people.’”
Ħ�)ULHGULFK�1LHW]VFKH

If we are still compelled to work by factors outside of our control 
ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�VWLOO�SURGXFLQJ�ZHDOWK�DQG�YDOXH�IRU�RWKHUV�WR�HQMR\��DQG�
ZH�VWLOO�PXVW�VXɱHU�WKH�ERUHGRP�DQG�PLVHU\�RI�LQGXVWULDO�PHWURSROLWDQ�
VRFLHW\��DUHQ¶W�ZH�VWLOO�OLYLQJ�XQGHU�FDSLWDOLVP"�6RFLDOLVWV�ĪLQFOXGLQJ�
/HQLQLVWV�DQG�RWKHU�DXWKRULWDULDQVī�DUH�TXLFN�WR�SRLQW�RXW�WKH�VWDQGDUG�
RI�OLYLQJ�RI�WKH�PDVVHV�RI�FLWL]HQV�LQ�VRFLDOLVW�FRXQWULHV�EXW�WKLV�EHJV�D�
TXHVWLRQ� is socialism simply a welfare state on steroids?

Socialization & the Legal Regime of 
Bureaucratic Capitalism:

��

Against Self-Victimization & 
Anti-Intellectualism Among 
Some Anarchists
I am going to begin with a few thoughts on anarchists and our collective 
inability to meaningfully respond to the theoretical maneuvers of Leninists. 
I believe most of these critiques are obvious to those inside and outside of the 
anarchist space. Since my intention with this piece is to contribute to anarchist 
critique of Leninism, with my intended audience being anarchists, I feel like it 
PD\�EH�WDVWHIXO�WR�EHJLQ�ZLWK�VRPH�KXPEOH�VHOIĦFULWLFLVP�

It has been my experience that many anarchists have regularly and 
compulsively presented themselves as victims of a global historical 
FRQVSLUDF\��%\�DQG�ODUJH��WKH�DQDUFKLVW�VSDFH�UHMHFWV�WKH�ORJLF�RI�
VXEPLVVLRQ�DQG�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�RIWHQ�H[SUHVVHG�E\�OLEHUDOV�DQG�DFWLYLVWV�
RQ�WKH�/HIW��:H�SUHIHU�WR�VHH�RXUVHOYHV�DV�DFWLYH�SDUWLVDQV�LQ�D�VRFLDO�
clash waged inside of societies or between worlds. It is surprising, 
WKHQ��WKDW�DQDUFKLVWV�ZRXOG�EH�VR�UHOXFWDQW�WR�FULWLFDOO\�DQDO\]H�WKH�
KLVWRULFDO�IDLOXUHV�RI�DQDUFKLVP��2I�FRXUVH��ZH�KDYH�IDFHG�Rɱ�W\UDQWV��
capitalists, and political opportunists of the Left: we have fought 
wars against fascism: we have made ourselves the enemies of rapists 
and homophobes. In short: we have declared war on the Existent and 
¿QG�RXUVHOYHV�ZLWK�IHZ�FRPUDGHV��%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV��ZH�VWDQG�DJDLQVW�
tremendous odds. However, anarchists have not simply failed because 
RI�RXWVLGH�IRUFHV��,I�WKLV�LV�WKH�FDVH��ZH�PXVW�DQDO\]H�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�
of this reality and develop holistic strategies for defense. It is not 
enough to be the purest ideology in the marketplace of ideas. 

In the last two decades, anarchists and others have written countless 
HVVD\V�DQG�SDPSKOHWV�FULWLTXLQJ�WKH�6SDQLVK�&LYLO�:DU�DQG�WKH�3DULV�
&RPPXQH��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�PLVĥVWHSV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�DQDUFKLVW�FXUUHQW��
6WLOO��PDQ\�DQDUFKLVWV�DUH�XQIDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKHVH�FULWLTXHV�RU�KDYH�QRW�
developed their own theory regarding the events. 
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7KLV�EULQJV�PH�WR�P\�QH[W�SRLQW�DQWLĥLQWHOOHFWXDOLVP�LQ�WKH�DQDUFKLVW�
VSDFH��7KLV�LV�D�SUREOHP�WKDW�KDV�LQÀXHQFHG�QHDUO\�HYHU\�KXPDQ�
grouping since the dawn of symbolic thought. I don’t care about most 
RI�WKRVH�JURXSV�ħ�,�ZDQW�WR�WDON�WR�DQDUFKLVWV�IRU�D�PRPHQW�ORQJHU��

,W�VHHPV�WKDW�0DU[LVP��DV�DQ�HVVHQWLDOO\�LGHDOLVW�SKLORVRSK\�IURP�
WKH�+HJHOLDQ�WUDGLWLRQ�ĪGHVSLWH�DOO�FODLPV�WR�WKH�FRQWUDU\ī��KDV�
primarily produced an endless cast of academics, intellectuals, 
published authors, professors, and other paid thinkers. On the other 
hand, anarchism has developed primarily as an evolving practice of 
UHYROW��7KH�H[LVWHQWLDO�GLɱHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�0DU[LVP�DQG�DQDUFKLVP�
DUH�QRW�E\�FKDQFH�DQG�DUH�QRW�ZLWKRXW�FRQVHTXHQFH��,Q�OLJKW�RI�WKHVH�
GLɱHUHQFHV��DQG�SHUKDSV�LQ�D�VHQVH�RI�DUURJDQFH�RU�HYHQ�UHVHQWPHQW��
anarchists have not often meaningfully engaged with theoretical 
WH[WV��:RUVH��PDQ\�DQDUFKLVWV�KDYH�DYRLGHG�XVHIXO�LQVLJKW�SXEOLVKHG�
by those pushing hardest at the barricades! Explicitly anarchist 
LQGHSHQGHQW�GLVWULEXWLRQ�QHWZRUNV�RI�DOO�VL]HV�H[LVW�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\��
and that is beautiful. There are anarchist study groups and publishers. 
Still, the role of engaging with strategic or tactical considerations, let 
DORQH�WKHRUHWLFDO�HQJDJHPHQWV��KDV�EHHQ�VRPHZKDW�VSHFLDOL]HG�LQ�WKH�
DQDUFKLVW�VSDFH��7KLV�LV�XQDFFHSWDEOH��:H�PXVW�GHYHORS�D�FXOWXUH�RI�
SUD[LV�LQ�WKH�DQDUFKLVW�VSDFH�ħ�QRW�VR�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�DEVWUDFWO\�EORYLDWH�
RQ�SDQHOV�RU�LQ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��EXW�VR�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�HɱHFWLYHO\�VSUHDG�
social rebellion and disorder! 

,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV��WKH�SUREOHP�RI�DQWLĥLQWHOOHFWXDOLVP�KDV�EHFRPH�OHVV�
and less relevant. The crisis has given rise to several waves of anarchist 
DFWLYLW\�DOO�RYHU�WKH�FRXQWU\�ħ�SDUWLFXODUO\�RQ�WKH�ZHVW�FRDVW��,Q�WKH�
current climate, even more so after the spontaneous developments of 
the #Occupy movement, anarchist networks have sprung up where 
they were previously lacking, including here in Atlanta. This is a perfect 
opportunity for many to begin with a proper footing 

7/�'5�TXLW�ZKLQLQJ��UHDG�D�ERRN��WKLQN�IRU�\RXUVHOI�	�OHW·V�NLFN�DVV�
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Socialism Sucks: 
All Power to the Communes!
A critique of Lenin can’t be made in a vacuum Lenin is one of the most famous and 
UHVSHFWHG�VRFLDOLVWV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��,·G�OLNH�WR�WDNH�VRPH�WLPH�WR�VKLWĦWDON�VRFLDOLVP�DV�D�
political category and as a theoretical system. I’d like to make the case that socialism 
is not an alternative system to capitalism at all and that its proponents are not 
even communists. Socialism is a system of distribution inside of a capitalist economy. 
6RFLDOLVP�SUHVHUYHV�WKH�ODERUĦFDSLWDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�DQG�WKH�DOLHQDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�ODERU��
6RFLDOLVP�HYHQ�SUHVHUYHV�WKH�YDOXHĦIRUP�DQG�WKH�JHQHUDO�0Ħ&Ħ0·�IRUPXOD�RI�FDSLWDOLVP�

&DSLWDOLVP�LV�D�VHW�RI�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV�ZKHUHE\�ZHDOWK�LV�H[WUDFWHG�IURP�
human activity. The general formula for this relationship, one that is 
vague enough to account for many types of capitalist management 
DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ��LV�0RQH\ĥ&RPPRGLW\ĥ0RUH�0RQH\�Ī0ĥ&ĥ0¶ī��,Q�
WKLV�VHWXS�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�VXEMHFWHG�WR�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�WKH�HFRQRP\��,W¶V�
also important to remember that capitalism developed in the terrain 
of many other imbalanced social relations, including patriarchy, white 
supremacy, and heteronormativity. I am not going to go too much into 
WKH�GHWDLOV�DERXW�FDSLWDOLVP�KHUH��EXW�RWKHUV�KDYH�RɱHUHG�FRPSHOOLQJ�
and full analyses of the revolutionary mode of production.

Socialism is Extreme Reformism:
6RFLDOLVP�LV�D�V\VWHP�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�WKDW�UDGLFDOO\�UHĥGH¿QHV�WKH�
OHJDO�UHJLPH�RI�SURSHUW\�ĪPRVW�REYLRXVO\�IURP�³SULYDWH´�WR�³SXEOLF´ī��
&DSLWDOLVWV�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�DOORZHG�WR�KROG�SURSHUW\�DQG�WKH\�DUH�
repressed for trying. The representatives inside of the Party control 
WKH�SURSHUW\��%XW�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�KXJH�GLɱHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�
³SXEOLF�SURSHUW\´�DQG�³QR�SURSHUW\�´�8QGHU�VRFLDOLVP��WKH�0ĥ&ĥ0¶�
HTXDWLRQ�LV�SUHVHUYHG��DQG�WKH�FDSLWDOLVWV�DUH�UHSODFHG�ZLWK�EXUHDXĥ
FUDWV�LQVLGH�RI�WKH�3DUW\��7KLV�LV�D�ZHOOĥNQRZQ�FULWLTXH�RI�VRFLDOLVP�
even amongst “ordinary people.”
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,Q�DQ\�FDVH��³VHL]LQJ�VWDWH�SRZHU´�LV�DQ�REVFHQH�LGHD�LQ�WRGD\¶V�ZRUOG��
The State is no longer the primary impetus of domination in today’s 
Empire. To add to the directory of independent countries only 
contributes to our current asphyxiation. The enemy today confronts 
us as a set of governing practices dispensed in a permanent state of 
JOREDO�FRXQWHU�LQVXUJHQF\��QRW�MXVW�DV�D�FODVV�RI�GDVWDUGO\�H[SURSULDWRUV��
7KH�HQWLUH�SURMHFW�RI�FRQVWUXFWLQJ�3HRSOH¶V�JRYHUQPHQWV�IDLOHG�
miserably in every single attempt. Even if it was simply the fault of 
outside forces, that reality is something Lenin’s followers are going to 
have to account for.

The true contrary of the proletariat is not the bourgeoisie. It is the bourgeois world, 
imperialist society, of which the proletariat, let this be noted, is a notorious element, as 
the principal productive force and as the antagonistic political pole... To say proletariat 
DQG�ERXUJHRLVLH�LV�WR�UHPDLQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ERXQGV�RI�WKH�+HJHOLDQ�DUWLÀFH��VRPHWKLQJ�DQG�
something else. Why? Because the project of the proletariat, its internal being, is not to 
contradict the bourgeoisie, or to cut its feet from under it. This project is communism, 
and nothing else. That is, the abolition of any place in which something like a proletariat 
can be installed. The political project of the proletariat is the disappearance of the space of 
the placement of classes. It is the loss, for the historical something, of every index of class.

—“!eory of Worlds,” pg. 7

��

Lenin as a Historical Figure:
Some Notes on the Concentrated Spectacle 
& the Cult of Personality

“And since commodity production is less developed under bureaucratic capitalism, it too 
takes on a concentrated form: the commodity the bureaucracy appropriates is the total 
social labor, and what it sells back to the society is that society’s wholesale survival. 
The dictatorship of the bureaucratic economy cannot leave the exploited masses any 
VLJQLÀFDQW�PDUJLQ�RI�FKRLFH�EHFDXVH�LW�KDV�KDG�WR�PDNH�DOO�WKH�FKRLFHV�LWVHOI��DQG�DQ\�
choice made independently of it, whether regarding food or music or anything else, 
thus amounts to a declaration of war against it. This dictatorship must be enforced 
by permanent violence. Its spectacle imposes an image of the good which subsumes 
HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�RɼFLDOO\�H[LVWV��DQ�LPDJH�ZKLFK�LV�XVXDOO\�FRQFHQWUDWHG�LQ�D�VLQJOH�
individual, the guarantor of the system’s totalitarian cohesion.”
    Ĩ7KH�6RFLHW\�RI�WKH�6SHFWDFOH��7KHVLV���

Lenin, Stalin, Mao, Che, Kim Jung Il, Pol Pot...

0DQ\�SHRSOH�DVVRFLDWH�/HQLQLVP��RU�HYHQ�0DU[LVP�JHQHUDOO\��ZLWK�WKH�
type of totalitarian cult of personalities surrounding the leaders of 
nearly every “successful” socialist regime. Leninists typically respond 
that sure, cults of personality exemplify an obvious cultural shortcoming in 
WKH�QDWLRQĥVWDWHV�LQ�TXHVWLRQ��EXW�WKH�OHDGHUV�WKHPVHOYHV�XVXDOO\�GLG�WKHLU�
EHVW�WR�DFWLYHO\�FRPEDW�REVHVVLRQ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�/HQLQLVWV��FULWLTXHV�
that reference the pattern of cults of personality lack a historical 
materialist understanding of the conditions surrounding the culture. 
7KXV��WKH�EHORYHG�OHDGHU¶V�KDQGV�DUH�ZDVKHG�Rɱ�WKH�FXOW�VXUURXQGLQJ�
WKHP��$OWKRXJK�VRPH�VXFK�FULWLTXHV�DUH�REYLRXV�UHVXOWV�RI�$PHULFDQ�
propaganda, there is still a clear issue of obsession over leadership 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�/HQLQLVW�WUDGLWLRQ�ħ�DQG�QRW�HYHU\�FULWLTXH�FDQ�RU�VKRXOG�
EH�UHGXFHG�WR�LWV�³0F&DUWK\LVW´�RU�³ULJKWLVW´�RULJLQV��
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6RFLDOLVP�VHHNV�WR�UDGLFDOO\�UHIRUP�WKH�OHJDO�UHJLPH�RI�SURSHUW\�ĪPRUH�
RQ�WKLV�ODWHUī��$�SDUW�RI�WKLV�SURFHVV�LQYROYHV�ZKDW�OHIWLVWV��LQFOXGLQJ�
VRPH�DQDUFKLVWV��FDOO�³VHL]LQJ�WKH�PHDQV�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�´�

%\�WKLV��/HQLQLVWV�PHDQ�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�³XQLYHUVDO�QDWLRQDOL]DWLRQ�RI�
ZHDOWK´�RU�³VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�RI�DOO�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�LQGXVWULHV�´�,�FRXOG�VD\�
WKLV�DQRWKHU�ZD\�ħ�,�FRXOG�FDOO�WKLV�³FRQFHQWUDWLQJ�WKH�SRZHU�WR�GLVĥ
tribute goods and food into the hands of a small group of people.” 

,W�LV�VLPSO\�LQWHOOHFWXDOO\�OD]\�WR�FULWLTXH�FXOWV�RI�SHUVRQDOLWLHV�ZLWKĥ
out addressing the material conditions out of which they developed 
0DU[LVWV�VKRXOG�EH�YHU\�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKLV�SURFHVV��

I would argue that any regime or government that consolidates forces 
RI�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�LQWR�D�VLQJOH�DSSDUDWXV�ĪZKHWKHU�3DUW\�
RU�3HRSOH¶V�$UP\ī�LV�RQO\�DEOH�WR�UHSURGXFH�VODYLVK�FLWL]HQV��7KH�
FHQWUDOL]DWLRQ�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�KROGV�HYHU\RQH�GHSHQGHQW��DJDLQVW�WKH�
alternative of certain war and famine, on the central apparatus. This 
daily existence in bureaucratic state capitalism of the Leninist persuaĥ
VLRQ��FDQ�RQO\�UHSURGXFH�LWVHOI��7KH�FLWL]HQĥZRUNHUĥVXEMHFW�LV�WUDSSHG�
LQ�DQ�LQ¿QLWH�F\FOH�RI�VXEMHFWL¿FDWLRQ��2XWVLGH�RI�WKLV�SURFHVV�VWDQGV�
only the sovereign: the patriarch who represents everything that 
could ever be free, the only thing that could ever meaningfully impact 
reality, the only individual left in a sick, dead world of work, poverty, 
misery, and obsession. Production, distribution, trade security. Naĥ
tion, and then dependence are wrapped up in a single concentrated 
spectacle: the Big Brother who accounts for all of one’s needs. 

Security and dinner came with Stalin’s face branded on the packaging, 
so to speak.

,Q�WKLV�ZD\��WKH�/HQLQLVW�VWUDWHJ\�RI�³VHL]LQJ�VWDWH�SRZHU´�KDG�WR�KDYH�
a Stalin. 

In contemporary American society, with its integrated spectacle, all 
RI�OLIH�LV�UHGXFHG�WR�WKH�FRQVXPSWLRQ�RI�FRPSHWLQJ�ÀXLG�DQG�PHDQĥ
ingless images that only specialists can understand, Americans create 
DQG�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�EHFRPLQJĥIDOVH��7KH\�DUH�DOLHQ�LQ�WKHLU�

�

“Seizing State Power”
7KH�6WDWH�H[LVWV�IRU�LWV�RZQ�UHDVRQV��EXW�/HQLQLVWV�DQG�PRVW�0DU[LVWV�
make the argument that the State is simply a tool of the bourgeoisie 
and that its functions should be taken over by the Party to repress 
their political opponents. Let’s be absolutely clear about what this 
means, because Leninists always try to avoid the facts about this 
situation: In order to repress the bourgeoisie or the “enemies of 
WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�VWDWH´�ħ�LQFOXGLQJ�DQDUFKLVWV�DQG�RWKHU�³LQIDQWLOH´�
XOWUDĥOHIWLVWV�ħ�WKH�3DUW\�ZDQWV�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�

7KH�³GLFWDWRUVKLS�RI�WKH�SUROHWDULDW´�QHHGV�YHU\�VSHFL¿F�WKLQJV�WR�
exercise its control:

 1. Police to round up perceived class enemies,

� ���&RXUWV�WR�MXGJH�WKHP�LQ�

 3. Prisons to hold them in, and

� ���$�FHQWUDOL]HG�PLOLWDU\�WR�GHIHQG�IURP�RXWVLGHUV�

,W�LV�FRPPRQ�IRU�/HQLQLVWV�WR�FULWLTXH�³WKH�FDSLWDOLVW�VWDWH�´�³UDFLVW�
SROLFH�´�DQG�WKH�³SULYDWL]HG�SULVRQ�V\VWHP�´�7KHVH�SKUDVHV�KDYH�WKH�
DSSHDUDQFHV�RI�UDGLFDOLVP��7KH�WHUPV�³FDSLWDOLVW�́ �³UDFLVW �́DQG�³SULYDWL]HG´�
seem to be modifying the nouns “state,” “police,” and “prison.” But that 
couldn’t be further from the truth. They are using distinct nouns. 
Leninists are not against the State, like anarchists are. They are 
against this state. They are not against police. They are against these 
police. They are against these prisons. The problem of the State, 
IRU�/HQLQLVWV��LV�DQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�TXHVWLRQ��,Q�WKHLU�H\HV��WKH�ZURQJ�
regime holds power.

In this light we can see them for what they are: the most extreme 
social democrats for a drastically reformed state. The mode of this 
UHIRUP�LV�UHYROXWLRQ��7KDW�LV�SHUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�SURIRXQG�GLɱHUHQFH�
EHWZHHQ�/HQLQLVWV�DQG�6FDQGLQDYLDQĥVW\OH�VRFLDO�GHPRFUDWV�ZKR�EHOLHYH�
in the vote.
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so that they can substitute themselves for the revolting people. 
For cadres, unruliness and ungovernability are problems that 
PXVW�EH�RYHUFRPH��&DGUHV�PXVW�EXLOG�XS�OHJLWLPDF\�LQ�ZRUNLQJ�
FODVV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��XVXDOO\�ZLWKRXW�UHYHDOLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV��VR�WKDW�
WKH\�FDQ�H[HUFLVH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�LQÀXHQFH�RYHU�GHFLVLRQV��,Q�WKLV�
ZD\��WKH\�DUH�DXWKRULWDULDQ�DQG�GHVWUXFWLYH�WR�DQ\�OLEHUDWRU\�SURMHFW�

:H�FRXOG�VD\�WKLV�DQRWKHU�ZD\��$QDUFKLVWV��DV�DQWLĦUHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO�
FDWDO\VWV�RI�GHVWDELOL]DWLRQ�DQG�UHYROW��H[SHULHQFH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�IRUPV�RI�OLIH�
LQFRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�DOO�GRPLQDWLRQ��7KH�FDGUH�VHHV�LWVHOI�DV�WKH�WRXFKHGĦXS�LPDJH�
of a revolting populace in the theater of political life.

A Few Thoughts on “Armed Struggle”
2QH�SDUWLFXODU�VWUDWHJ\�RI�0DU[LVPĥ/HQLQLVP�	�0DRLVP��HVSHFLDOO\�
popular in the 1970s, is the strategy of the “armed vanguard.” The 
idea is essentially that a nuclei or cadre will arm itself, go underĥ
JURXQG��DQG�OHY\�DUPHG�FODVKHV�ZLWK�WKH�6WDWH��7KLV�VSHFLDOL]HG�DFWLYLW\�
cannot be done by most sectors of the population and will, therefore, 
QXUWXUH�DZH�DQG�UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�³5HYROXWLRQDU\�2UJDQL]DWLRQV�´

This strategy is a strategy of substitutionism, like many Leninist 
SURMHFWV��$V�KDV�EHHQ�PHQWLRQHG�HOVHZKHUH�WKH�IRUFH�RI�LQVXUUHFWLRQ�
LV�VRFLDO��QRW�PLOLWDU\��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV�QRW�TXDQWLWDWLYH��DV�LQ�KRZ�
much damage was done to capitalist infrastructure or how many were 
NLOOHG��EXW�UDWKHU�TXDOLWDWLYH��+RZ�GHHS�KDV�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�UHYROW�
VSUHDG�LQ�VRFLHW\"

$QDUFKLVWV�GR�QRW�VHHN�WR�FRQVWLWXWH�RXUVHOYHV�DV�D�FRXQWHUĥVXEMHFW��D�
FRXQWHUĥVWDWH��ZKLFK�ZLOO�ZDJH�ZDU�ZLWK�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�VWDWH�DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�
overcome it. Anarchists seek to create a livable and endless state of 
exception whereby society has made itself completely unrulable.

In recent years, anarchists in some places have adopted the urban 
JXHUULOOD�VWUDWHJ\��ODQJXDJH��DQG�DHVWKHWLF�RI�WKH�0DRLVWV��7KH\�LQVLVW�
WKH\�DUH�QRW�D�YDQJXDUG��EXW�ZRUGV�DUH�QRW�HQRXJK��0XFK�KDV�EHHQ�
ZULWWHQ�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�DQG�,�ZLOO�QRW�JR�IXUWKHU�LQWR�LW�KHUH�
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RZQ�ERGLHV�DQG�VHH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�UHÀHFWLRQV�RI�LPDJHV��8QGHU�EXĥ
reaucratic state capitalism, however, this was not so. Since all comĥ
PRGLW\�FLUFXODWLRQ�ZDV�FHQWUDOL]HG��WKH�LPDJHV�RI�WKRVH�FRPPRGLWLHV�
ZHUH�DOVR�FHQWUDOL]HG��(YHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�PHGLDWHG�E\�WKH�LPDJH�RI�WKH�
leader who was the only real actor in the entire social factory. There is 
no reason to believe that this will not happen again every single time 
SURGXFWLRQ�LV�RUJDQL]HG�WKLV�ZD\��
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,�DP�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�IDPLQHV�FDXVHG�E\�IRUFHG�LQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQ�RU�
IRUFHG�FROOHFWLYL]DWLRQ��,W�PXVW�EH�PHQWLRQHG��KRZHYHU��WKDW�WKH�FHQWUDOL]DWLRQ�
of power destroyed the Russian ecosphere and caused millions of deaths over 
several decades from famine and drought. Many Leninists today still view 
LQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQ�DV�JRRG�DQG�YLHZ�WKH�UHOXFWDQFH�RI�WKH�SHDVDQWV�VDLORUV�WR�
send all of their food to Moscow for War Communism and redistribution to 
have been “individualist.” This comes, I believe, from a profound disregard in 
the Leninist tendency to consider environmental devastation as well as rampant 
authoritarianism in their tendency. I am also not going to discuss Stalin’s 
forced labor and extermination camps because most Leninists understand that 
Stalin was a horrible bastard.

I’d like to spend the least time here because I think many people are 
aware of the deaths dealt at the hands of Lenin and other Leninist 
GLFWDWRUV��2I�QRWH�LV�WKH�VXSSUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�.URQVWDGW�&RPPXQH�DQG�
WKH�8NUDLQLDQ�%ODFN�$UP\��%RWK�RI�WKHVH�JURXSV�KHOSHG�WR�RYHUWKURZ�
the Tsar and collaborated with the Bolsheviks for years leading up 
to their deaths. Also noteworthy is the Stalinist repression of the 
6SDQLVK�DQDUFKLVWV�DQG�WKH�0DRLVW�EHKHDGLQJV�RI�DQDUFKLVWV�GXULQJ�
WKH�&KLQHVH�&XOWXUDO�5HYROXWLRQ��

Leninists are often frustrated when anarchists bring these things up, 
DQG�IRU�JRRG�UHDVRQ��/HQLQLVWV�ĪZKHWKHU�DV�VWULFW�0DU[LVWĥ/HQLQLVWV�
RU�DV�0DRLVWV�RU�7URWVN\LVWVī�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK�D�YHU\�SDUWLFXODU�KLVWRULFDO�
PRPHQW��7KH\�VHH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�UHÀHFWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�OHDGHUV��7KH\�
locate themselves in the theory, behaviors, and lives of these Great 
0HQ��7R�TXHVWLRQ�WKH�OHJLWLPDF\�RI�WKLV�KLVĥVWRU\�FDOOV�LQWR�TXHVWLRQ�
how they see themselves. Although they would argue that they are 
not dogmatic followers of their leaders, it is yet to be illustrated that 
they wouldn’t follow similar orders to maim and kill political opponents 

Lenin and His Willing Executioners

�

Self-organization vs. Substitutionism
$QDUFKLVW�DɷQLW\�JURXSV��DQG�DɷQLW\�JURXSV�LQ�JHQHUDO��DUH�H[SUHVVLRQV�
RI�DXWRQRPRXV�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ��7KH\�GR�QRW�VHHN�WR�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�
“interests” of any group of people, and they act purely according to 
WKH�GHVLUHV�RI�WKRVH�LQYROYHG��$ɷQLW\�JURXS�RUJDQL]LQJ�GRHV�QRW�VHHN�
WR�RYHU�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�¿HOG�RI�OHJLWLPDWH�KXPDQ�DFWLYLW\��QRU�GRHV�
LW�VXFFXPE�WR�WKH�OLEHUDO�WUDSV�RI�GHPRFUDF\�RU�IRUPDOLVP��$ɷQLW\�
groups are formed any time groups of people come together to act. 
7KLV�LV�WKH�W\SH�RI�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ�VHHQ�LQ�0RQWUHDO�������)UDQFH�
������,WDO\�������$OJHULD�������DQG��RI�FRXUVH��6HDWWOH������

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��FDGUH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VHH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�WKH�OHJLWLPDWH�
agents of a social clash. They need to control, oversee, and defend the 
movement against capital which, unfortunately for them, is overrun 
ZLWK�³XQFRQVFLRXV´�PDVVHV��&DGUHV�VHHN�WR�SHUIRUP�D�VSHFLDOL]HG�WDVN�

³PDNH�VRPH�OHDÀHWV�EHIRUH�WKH�PDUFK´�WR�³KROG�WKH�EDQQHU�WRJHWKHU�´�
$ɷQLW\�JURXSV�FRRUGLQDWH�DQG�RUJDQL]H�WKHPVHOYHV�DXWRQRPRXVO\��
They intervene however they see fit, but usually with some level 
RI�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�SODQV�RI�ODUJHU�IRUPDWLRQV��³&RPPRQ�
knowledge” means that each person in the affinity group has a 
general idea of everyone else’s expectations, temperament, and 
how they will feel about the action they take following its execution, 
especially in the event of repression or failure. Affinity groups 
are normally between 3 and 10 people and come together only for 
D�SDUWLFXODU�VHW�RI�DFWLRQV�ĪL�H��LQIRUPDOO\ī�

$ɷQLW\�LV�GHYHORSHG�WKURXJK�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�VKDUHG�H[SHULHQFH��
$ɷQLW\�LV�QRW�VKRUWĥKDQG�IRU�³IULHQGVKLS�´�DOWKRXJK�LW�LV�RIWHQ�WKH�
FDVH�WKDW�SHRSOH�IRUP�DɷQLW\�JURXSV�ZLWK�WKRVH�WKH\�DUH�FORVHVW�WR�
VRFLDOO\��7KHUH�DUH�FHUWDLQO\�OLPLWV�WR�DɷQLW\ĥJURXS�RUJDQL]LQJ��HVSHFLDOO\�
in periods of open insurrection when it may be necessary to involve 
XSZDUGV�RI�����SHRSOH�LQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUDO�DWWDFNV�ĪDV�KDSSHQHG�LQ�
WKH�'HFHPEHU������XSULVLQJ�LQ�*UHHFHī��EXW�WKH\�DUH�VWLOO�WKH�EDVLF�
XQLW�RI�DQ�DXWRQRPRXV�XSULVLQJV��2UJDQL]LQJ�E\�DɷQLW\�DOORZV�ZLGH�
sectors of the population to develop critical thinking skills, the 
FRQ¿GHQFH�WR�WDNH�LQLWLDWLYH��DQG�KLJKHU�FDSDFLW\�WR�RUJDQL]H�DQG�
coordinate combative activity, as well as providing for each person’s 
material and emotional needs.
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CADRES: $�FDGUH�LV�D�WLJKWĥNQLW�JURXS�RI�SURIHVVLRQDO�UHYROXWLRQDULHV�
ZKR�LQWHUYHQH�LQ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
according to the needs and recommendations of the larger coordinating 
ERG\�ĪL�H��WKH�FHQWUDO�FRPPLWWHHī��:KLOH�FDGUHV�KDYH�UHODWLYH�DXWRQRP\�
EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�IHGHUDWHG��WKH\�DUH�QRW�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�OHJLWLPDWH�VHOIĥ
RUJDQL]DWLRQ��7KHLU�PHPEHUVKLS�JXLGHOLQHV�SUHFOXGH�IUHH�DVVRFLDWLRQ��
while the party structure that governs them enforces ideological 
hegemony and conformity. Although in “democratic centralism” 
debate is encouraged individuals are expected to go along with the 
PDMRULW\�GHFLVLRQ��+RZ�WKLV�LV�GLVWLQFW�IURP�FRQWHPSRUDU\�ERXUJHRLV�
democracy is unclear to me.

AFFINITY GROUPS:�7KH�DɷQLW\�JURXS�LV�WKH�EDVLF�XQLW�RI�PRVW�
DQDUFKLVW�RUJDQL]LQJ��HVSHFLDOO\�IURP�FXUUHQWV�GLUHFWO\�RU�LQGLUHFWO\�
LQÀXHQFHG�E\�,WDOLDQ�DQG�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�LQVXUUHFWLRQDU\�DQDUFKLVP��
$ɷQLW\�JURXSV�DUH�HVVHQWLDOO\�VPDOO��FORVHG��LQIRUPDO�JURXSV�RI�
people who share a common goal, common knowledge and who 
KDYH�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�WR�GLUHFWO\�DFKLHYH�WKHLU�JRDOV��³&RPPRQ�JRDOV´�
can be anything from “smash the windows out of the Niketown” to 

&DGUHV�YV��$ɼQLW\�*URXSV��6LPLODULWLHV�	�'LɲHUHQFHV

the Party will team with the advanced layers of the working class and 
WKHLU�PRVW�UHYROXWLRQDU\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�JURXSV�WR�³VHL]H�VWDWH�
power” with which to launch a “dictatorship of the proletariat.”

,�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�,�KDYH�VWUDZĥPDQQHG�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�/HQLQ��
although it is likely that I am inaccurate about some of the details. 
I have not thoroughly read What is to be Done?, but I have read several 
VHFWLRQV�DQG�,¶YH�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�WH[W�ZLWK�VHOIĥGHVFULEHG�/HQLQLVWV�
many times. Furthermore, I have read online overviews and watched 
VKRUW�LQWURGXFWRU\�YLGHRV��,Q�VKRUW��,�GR�QRW�FODLP�WR�EH�DQ�H[SHUW�ħ�
so excuse any inaccuracies. Regardless, I believe this to be the basic 
position Lenin holds.

Remember that the State, according to Lenin, is simply an instrument 
of class oppression. Thus, once it is used by the Party to obliterate class 
distinctions, state functions will become totally redundant. The State 
ZLOO�µZLWKHU�DZD\´�EULQJLQJ�XV�WR�IXOO�&RPPXQLVP�

10

if they were made today. After all, there were many smart, independent, 
comrades who gladly persecuted political opponents under socialist 
governments. 

:KHQ�/HQLQLVWV�DUH�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�EHWUD\DOV�RI�WKH�.URQVWDGW��
GRQ¶W�WKH\�DOZD\V�MXVWLI\�LW"�³,W�ZDV�D�KLVWRULFDO�QHFHVVLW\�´�,I�LW¶V�QRW�D�
GLYLQH�REMHFWLYH�QHFHVVLW\��OLNH�WKH�FRORQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�1HZ�:RUOG�ZDV�
WKRXJKW�WR�EH��WKHQ�LW¶V�WKH�IDXOW�RI�WKH�DQDUFKLVWV��:K\�ZHUHQ¶W�WKH\�
VHQGLQJ�JUDLQ�WR�0RVFRZ"�:K\�ZHUHQ¶W�WKH\�VXEPLWWLQJ�WR�WKH�RUGHUV�
RI�WKH�%ROVKHYLN�OHDGHUVKLS"�:K\�GLG�WKH\�RSSRVH�FODVV�FROODERUDWLRQ�
ZLWK�WKH�QDWLRQDO�ERXUJHRLVLH"�7KHVH�H[FXVHV�PLPLF�WKH�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�
for virtually every imperialist or totalitarian venture in history. 

7KH�PRVW�LQVLGLRXV�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�VDG�WKLQJ�WKDW�KDG�WR�
happen. This way, modern Leninists are able to distance themselves 
from behaviors that they see as wise and, besides being unfortunate, 
completely legitimate. They can maintain airs of radicalism while 
SUHVHUYLQJ�WKHLU�OR\DOW\�DQG�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WKH�3DUW\ĥOLQH��

7KH�¿QDO�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�WKH\�RɱHU�LV�VRPH�IRUP�RI�GLVDVVHPEOLQJ��7KH\�
LQVLVW�WKDW�³/HQLQ�ZDVQ¶W�D�VXSHUKHUR´�ZKR�FRXOG�MXVW�GR�ZKDWHYHU�
he wanted. This is dishonest in full. Aside from the fact that the 
Bolshevik party was totally hierarchical and Lenin could have literally 
retracted the order to murder if he wanted, it is also an inconsistent 
distribution of agency. 

They laud Lenin for the good thing he does and divert blame for the 
EDG�WKLQJV��)XUWKHUPRUH��DQDUFKLVWV�NQRZ�WKH�SUREOHP�ZDVQ¶W�MXVW�
/HQLQ��:H�DUH�YHU\�PXFK�DZDUH�WKDW�WKH�SUREOHP�ZDV�WRWDOO\�VWUXFWXUDO��
That is why we are against the State. People shouldn’t have the 
DXWKRULW\�WR�PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�OLNH�WKDW��:KHQ�SHRSOH�DUH�DEOH�WR�
dominate others, they usually do. Lenin could have been anyone and 
that’s what scares us about his followers. 

Oh yeah, one more thing!

Anarchists are not innocent activists and in none of these circumstances 
ZHUH�WKH\�TXLHWO\�WU\LQJ�WR�EXLOG�XS�6WDWH�SRZHU��$QDUFKLVWV�DUH�UHEHOV�
and in most of these circumstances they were actively moving forĥ
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ward with revolutionary maneuvers against domination. Because the 
/HQLQLVW�6WUDWHJ\�RI�³VHL]LQJ�6WDWH�SRZHU´�LQYROYHV�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�
QHZ�³UHYROXWLRQDU\�JRYHUQPHQW�´�DQ�HTXLYRFDWLRQ�LV�PDGH�ZKHUHE\�
the “State” is substituted for “Revolution” and the phrase “enemy of 
the revolution” is subtly transformed into the Hobbesian/monarchist 
“enemy of the state.” It is no surprise that enemies “on the right 
as well as the left” are opposed with tyrannical force. The State is 
to blame for anarchist deaths. That much is clear. This was not the 
RSSUHVVLRQ�RI�OHJLWLPDWH�FLWL]HQV�LQ�DQ�RWKHUZLVH�TXDLQW�VRFLHW\��7KH�
DQDUFKLVWV�NLOOHG�E\�/HQLQLVWV�DQG�0DRLVWV�ZHUH�FDVXDOWLHV�LQ�D�VRFLDO�ZDU�
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´+HQFH��RXU�WDVN��WKH�WDVN�RI�6RFLDOĦ'HPRFUDF\��LV�WR�FRPEDW�VSRQWDQHLW\��WR�GLYHUW�WKH�
ZRUNLQJĦFODVV�PRYHPHQW����DQG�WR�EULQJ�LW�XQGHU�WKH�ZLQJ�RI�UHYROXWLRQDU\�6RFLDO�
Democracy.”
� � Ĩ�´:KDW�,V�7R�%H�'RQH"�µ�´7KH�6SRQWDQHLW\�RI�WKH�0DVVHV�DQG�WKH
� � &RQVFLRXVQHVV�RI�WKH�6RFLDOĦ'HPRFUDWVµ

3HUKDSV�WKH�GH¿QLQJ�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�/HQLQLVP�DV�D�GLVWLQFW�SROLWLFDO�
philosophy is his revolutionary strategy developed in his text What 
is To Be Done?, published in 1901. In the text, Lenin describes the 
repressive conditions of the political situation in Tsarist Russia at the 
turn of the century and the potential vectors of revolt at that point 
IURP�KLV�SHUVSHFWLYH�ĪZKLFK��LW�WXUQV�RXW��LV�³REMHFWLYH´�DQG�³VFLHQWL¿F´��
+RZ�OXFN\�ī��7KH�WH[W�GHVFULEHV�D�EDFNZDUG�IHXGDO�VRFLHW\�FRPSOHWHO\�
controlled by the Tsar and his police. Surveillance is near total and 
any attempts at economic blockades or even passive demonstration 
are met by brutal repression by the royal police force. Furthermore, 
there was little to no revolutionary momentum or theory coming 
from Russia at the time, outside of the Nihilist movement

/HQLQ�SURSRVHV�WKDW�WKH�VSRQWDQHRXV�VHOIĥRUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�
working class has as its limit “trade union consciousness” which 
can only negotiate conditions inside of market society and cannot 
develop the force necessary to overcome it. The only solution to 
this problem, Lenin believes, is to form secret, conspiratorial bands 
which will intervene in the struggle of the working class to beat 
back liberalism and to help develop an insurrectionary fervor. These 
groups, called cadres, would be federated with nuclei in the factories. 
&DGUHV�ZRXOG�UHSRUW�EDFN�WR�WKH�FHQWUDO�FRPPLWWHH�RI�WKH�%ROVKHYLN�
Party, which would consolidate the information brought back and decide 
WKH�VWUDWHJLF�FRXUVH�RI�DFWLRQ�DW�WKDW�SRLQW��:KHQ�DQ�LQVXUUHFWLRQ�EHJLQV��
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